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FROM:

Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control Officer

CONTACT:

Krista Nightingale, Air Quality Specialist (961-8893)

SUBJECT:

Wood Smoke Reduction Program

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a resolution that authorizes the creation of the Wood Smoke Reduction Program
(Program) to be administered by the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District
(District) through the following actions:
1.

Approve the use of $30,000 from the Air Pollution Control District’s Community
Programs Fund to fund the Wood Smoke Reduction Program; and

2.

Delegate authority to the Air Pollution Control Officer to implement the Wood
Smoke Reduction Program within the parameters established by the Board.

DISCUSSION:
The proposed Program will offer incentives to residential property owners to help voluntarily
remove a wood-burning device, such as a stove or fireplace, or to replace the device with a
cleaner heating alternative that uses gas or electricity.
Wood-burning devices emit wood smoke, which contains reactive organic compounds (ROCs),
nitrogen oxides (NOx), particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and other air pollutants. Breathing
wood smoke can result in a range of health effects, including reducing lung function, aggravating
heart and lung diseases, and triggering asthma. Every year, starting in the fall, the District
receives complaints and inquiries from Santa Barbara County residents who are concerned about
breathing smoke from their neighbors’ fires, and seek solutions. This small-scale pilot program
will help the District reduce wood smoke impacts on health through a voluntary incentive
approach.

The initial pilot Program will be funded with $30,000 from funds approved by your Board in the
Fiscal Year 2016-2017 District Budget for community programs. Funds will be used to remove
or render inoperable higher polluting wood-burning devices, or to replace these wood-burning
devices with heater-rated natural gas and propane devices or electric heat pumps. Wood-burning
fireplaces would be permanently rendered inoperable and woodstoves or fireplace inserts would
be recycled or scrapped.
Applicants will first propose their specific wood smoke reduction project. If the project meets the
Program guidelines, the project will be given an initial approval by the District and the applicant
will be issued a voucher. Following project completion, the completed voucher and project
details will be submitted to the District for approval and issuance of incentive funds.
This Program will award funds on a first-come, first-served basis until funds are exhausted.
Table 1 below shows the project type and the associated incentive amount proposed for the pilot
Program. Residential property owners are eligible for incentive funds; however, they are only
eligible to receive the incentive funding for one removal or replacement project.
Table 1
Type of Wood Smoke Reduction

Proposed Pilot Program
Incentive Amount
$1,000
$500

Wood-Burning Device Replacement
Wood-Burning Device Removal

Once the Program is approved by your Board, District staff will conduct extensive outreach
throughout Santa Barbara County.
This Program is consistent with state and District efforts to reduce air pollution, specifically
particulate matter (PM) and short-lived climate pollutants, such as black carbon. Santa Barbara
County does not attain the state standard for PM less than 10 microns in diameter (PM10). This
Program will supplement existing District efforts to reduce PM10 emissions in Santa Barbara
County to attain the state standard.
While the District is initiating this Program as a small-scale pilot program, state funds from the
California Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund may be available in the future to continue the
Program. The California Air Pollution Control Officers Association is currently working with the
California Air Resources Board to distribute several million dollars to air districts around the
state for similar programs. This Program is consistent with the recently proposed California
Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Strategy, which seeks to reduce anthropogenic black
carbon emissions by 50 percent below current levels by 2030.
Through the creation and operation of this Program, the District hopes to reduce air pollution
from wood smoke, thereby improving local neighborhood air quality and protecting public
health.
BUILDING PERMITS:
District staff will require all project applicants to obtain and provide proof of a building permit
from the building department in the appropriate jurisdiction in the County (City of Santa Maria,
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City of Santa Barbara, City of Solvang, City of Buellton, City of Lompoc, City of Goleta, City of
Carpinteria, City of Guadalupe, and Santa Barbara County).
FISCAL IMPACT:
The fiscal impact to launch the Wood Smoke Reduction Program will be $30,000 initially; that
cost was included in the FY 2016-17 Budget that your Board approved at the June 16, 2016
Board Meeting. There is a possibility that California Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funds may be
available to expand this Program to additional participants throughout the county. If additional
funding becomes available, District staff will seek approval from your Board to extend the
Program.
ATTACHMENTS:
1) Resolution
2) Program Description
3) Voucher
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