launch day on December 12, 2019, the District has experienced a high demand from the
community, with enough applications received on the launch day to commit all of the state
funds. To date, the District has committed the state funding to 18 change-out projects, with a
growing wait list of 21 households.
DISCUSSION:
Based on the high demand for this program and the limited funding received this year from
CARB, the District is proposing to utilize local mitigation funds to expand the implementation of
the Woodsmoke Reduction Program. Currently the District has approximately $122,000
available in local mitigation funds for use in the Board-approved FY 2019-20 budget. Depending
on whether applicants live in low-income households or communities, the additional funds
would allow the District to complete a minimum of 26, and as much as 122, additional changeout projects.
Upon Board approval, District staff would process the applications and issue vouchers to the
households on our current wait list, consistent with the existing program parameters. Any
remaining funds would be distributed to applicants on a first-come, first-served basis.
Woodsmoke emitted from fireplaces and wood stoves accounts for approximately 33 percent of
wintertime particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) emissions in the county. Woodsmoke also emits
ozone precursors [reactive organic compounds (ROCs) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx)],
greenhouse gases, black carbon, and other toxic air contaminants. Every year, the District
receives complaints about neighborhood impacts due to wood-burning stoves and fireplaces. By
authorizing the use of additional funds for the Woodsmoke Reduction Program, the Board will
allow the District to continue to implement this successful cost-effective program that provides
valuable health benefits to community members and improves air quality.
FISCAL IMPACT:
The additional funds proposed for use in the Woodsmoke program are mitigation funds that
reside in the ITG fund balance account, and the expenditure of these funds is included in the
District’s budget for FY 2019-20.
ATTACHMENT:
A. Board Resolution 19-16 - Woodsmoke Reduction Program
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ATTACHMENT 1

Resolution in the Matter of Continued Participation in the
California Air Resources Board’s Woodsmoke Reduction Program
APCD Resolution 19-16

March 19, 2020

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District
Board of Directors
260 San Antonio Road, Suite A
Santa Barbara, California 93110

