
PETITION FOR VARIANCE 

Type of Variance Requested: 

Emergency Interim 90-Day Regular X 

Length of Variance Requested: Start Date Saturday 6/20/2020 

End Date Friday 6/19/2021 

1
  A 90-Day or Regular Variance must be filed concurrently with an Interim Variance 

1. PETITIONER INFORMATION

A. Please provide the name, address and phone number of the Petitioner.

Name: Imerys Filtration Minerals, Inc. 

Address:  2500 Miguelito Road 

Lompoc, CA  93436 

Phone Number: 805-737-2440

B. Please provide the name, address and phone number of the person authorized to receive

correspondence regarding this Petition if different from response in 1.A.

Name: Vindi Ndulute 

Address: Imerys Filtration Minerals, Inc. 

2500 Miguelito Road 

Lompoc, CA  93436 

Phone Number: 805-737-2440

H.B. Case No.: 

Petitioner: 

Permit No.: 

Date Rec’d: 

Time Rec’d: 

Filing Fee Paid: 

2020-12-R

Imerys Filtration Minerals, Inc.

5840-R6

5/11/2020

1731 hours

$633.00
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C. The Petitioner is (please check one): 

 

1) An Individual ( ) 

2) Partnership ( ) 

3) Corporation (X ) 

4) Public Agency ( ) 

5) Other Entity (please describe) 

 

2. Location of equipment for which the variance is requested if different from response in 1.A. 

 

Same as 1.A. 

 

3. List any District permits that are applicable to the equipment subject to this variance request. 

 

Permit to Operate 5840, Part 2, Conditions 9.C.3.(a), 9.C.3.(b).(v), Rule 361 Compliance – 

Package Boiler. The Package Boiler (Device No. 8923) is subject to the existing unit requirements 

of District Rule 361. 

 

4. Briefly describe the equipment that is the subject of this Petition. 

 

APCD Device No. 8923, Celpure Package Boiler. Imerys’ key product is “Celpure,” a “high-

purity filtration aid” which is made of specially treated diatomite, and is used for, among other 

things, solid/liquid separation and harvesting of antibodies in biotechnology and pharmaceutical 

applications. Celpure serves critical medical and healthcare needs, and now is playing an 

important role in the plasma therapeutics industry with efforts underway to develop antibody 

treatments for COVID-19. Celpure is only manufactured at the Imerys Facility in Lompoc, and the 

Celpure Package Boiler is the critical unit required for making this product – the product simply 

cannot be manufactured without this equipment. 

 

 

5. FINDINGS REQUIRED FOR THE GRANTING OF A VARIANCE 
 

In order for the Hearing Board to grant a variance to a Petitioner authorizing the operation of a source 

in violation of any rule, regulation or order of the District, the Hearing Board is required to make 

“findings” in accordance with the requirements specified in California Health and Safety Code §42352, 

et. seq. and District rules and regulations.  The Hearing Board’s variance decision will take into 

consideration information you provide in this Petition.  Please ensure your responses are complete and 

thorough.  Please use additional pages as necessary. 

 

 

A. Please state 1) what District rule, regulation or order you either are or will be in violation of, and 

2) the date said violation will or did occur.  Include as appropriate the applicable permit conditions 

for which variance relief is being sought. 

 

The Celpure Package Boiler has a maximum rated heat input capacity of 3.78 MMBtu/hr and is 

fueled exclusively by Public Utilities Commission (PUC) quality natural gas. APCD Rule 361 

applies to any boiler, steam generator, or process heater with a rated heat input capacity greater 

than 2 MMBtu/hr and less than 5 MMBtu/hr. The Celpure Package Boiler is subject to Rule 361. 

 

Rule 361 was revised in June 2019 and the Celpure Package Boiler was identified as an Assembly 

Bill 617 (AB617) Best Available Retrofit Control Technology (BARCT) Industrial Unit. 

Rule 361, Section L.2 specifies that on or before June 20, 2020, the owner or operator of any 












