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 California Power Partners, Inc 
 13135 Danielson St. Ste 205 
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Air Pollution Control District 
Santa Barbara County 
 
Attn: Aimee Long 
 
 
Aimee, 
 
This document responds to the questions requested on the Variance form. I believe it clarifies the 
situation we are in regarding the failed Source test. 
I have also attached on this email a summary of the compliance test results.  
 
Item 3 

• PTO 13862-R2 
 
Item 4 

•  (APCD Device ID 115220) 
 
Item 5.A 

• Please list the following Rules you will be in violation of:  District Rule 206, Condition 1.a, 6, 7.a, 
7.c. 

 
Item 5.B. 

• Due to the pandemic, there has been a decrease in the influent received at the WWTP. This was 
caused by several factors 

• All school were closed UCSB included 
• Tourism was nonexistent during the pandemic and Santa Barbara is a tourist destination. 
I do believe this to be a temporary situation and “back to normal” situations are starting to occur. 
Until then the cogen system is still receiving limited fuel because effluent to the WWTP remains at 
the same level since the Pandemic started. 
I would expect these same conditions to occur for another 2 years. Schools are back in session, but 
tourism will take a while to recover. Source testing will result with the same parameters that the 
Compliance test submitted to the District on March 2,2022 shows. The source test failed for limits 
exceedance on lb/MMBTU for Nox and lb/MMBTU on CO. All other values passed. This is solely 
caused by our cogen system not running as efficiently as normal due to low fuel supply being 
provided to our cogen system from the WWTP. The only thing required to getting our engine back to 
peak efficiency is more fuel to our engine. 
Until this happens, I am requested a variance from the Air Board. 

 
Item 5.D 

Shutting down the engine would not reduce the air contaminants.  The WWTP would still 
generate methane gas and would have to be flared.  The emissions from the flare are greater 
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than the emissions from the cogeneration engine.  In addition, flaring all the biogas generated at 
the WWTP would (may) cause the WWTP to exceed their emissions limitations 

 
Item 5.E 

We have considered shutting the engine down, however, it would cause a contractual 
agreement to be broken with the City of Santa Barbara.  Shutting down the engine would also 
result in the loss of 30K per month.  In addition, we have considered modifying the plant, 
however, that is not feasible because the influent is expected to return to normal in 2024. 
Shutting down the engine would also cause California Power Partners Santa Barbara to close a 
legally active company. 

 
 
Item 5.F 

The source test failed for limits exceedance on lb/MMBTU for Nox and lb/MMBTU on CO. All 
other values passed. The engine will pass all permit levels except these two failed levels until 
fuel volume returns to normal in 2024. 

Item 5. G 
• I have attached a copy of the Compliance summery report as a separate attachment. 

 
• The threshold for our source testing limits is: 
1. 140 scfm  
2. 425 kw  
3. 61% methane p/cf 
4. 615 BTU (HHV) 
• (Biogas content was 55% methane per scf. The plant took down one digester for maintenance 

during our source test).  
• We need to see this data for a period of 5 days to ensure there are no fluctuations and passing 

results can be achieved 
• Minimized emissions will occur once the above parameters are met. 
• The cogen is a CEC certified renewable energy project.  To comply with the certified project, 

Calpwr cannot exceed 25% natural gas blending over a calendar month. 
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