Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies
Program Update

South Central Coast
Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council Meeting
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* Purpose and History
« 2022 Benefits
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« 2024 and Beyond
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Recorded* Fatal Ship Strikes on Endangered Whales
California, 2007-2021

*Note: Recorded ship strike totalsare considered to be minimum values, as carcass recovery rates for endangered
large whale species are low across regions (<1% to 17%) and ﬁom arisons of average vessel strikes recorded
o  versus estimated totals from recent modeling work indicate'th:
approximately 10%.
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Data Source: NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service Strandings Database
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NOx Emission Reductions, By Program Year
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Historical Results

“Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies” Vessel Speed Reduction Program
Program Year 2014 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Santa Barbara Channel Region & Southern California Region &

VSR Zone Santa Barbara Channel Region ] . 5 2
g San Francisco Bay Region San Francisco Bay Region

# Companies 10 12 16 18

# Vessels 25 483 545

Slow-speed Distance 181,306 179,530

[nautical miles)

Overall
Fleet Cooperation

NOx Reductions

(tons)

60% 64%

650

Regional
GHG Reductions 22,201

[metric tons)

Ocean Noise

Reduction * . . 4.1
(Decibels (dB) / transit]

Ship Strike
Risk Reduction **

* Represents the decrease in noise from participating vessels in the Southern California Region.
** Represents the proportional decrease in risk from participating vessels and not absolute estimates of mortality avoided.




ROTECTING BLUE WHALES AND B

BAY AREA

Ventura County " C M s F CALIFGRIA »' AIR QUALITY
Air Pollutien FOUNDATION ~ / MANAGIMENT
Control District

DisTRICT

NATIONAL MARINE

SANCTUARIES

Y Monterey Bay Air
SLO COUNTY > & Resources District

apc

BENIOFF

) WHALE

LABORATORY

Ventura County
Air Pollution
Control District




2022 Program Impacts

23 shipping companies signed up, eight received the top tier
Sapphire Award

266,148 nautical miles traveled at less than 10 knots — over 78%
of the total distance travelled by enrolled companies

Emissions Reductions:
— 921 tons of NOx
— 32,604 metric tons of regional greenhouse gases

* Risk of fatal ship strikes to whales reduced by 44% -
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2023 Program

Discontinued financial incentives

Expanded VSR zone to cover Monterey Bay
NMS

38 shipping companies signed up

Eligible ship types: container, Ro-Ro, bulk,
general, and tankers

Mid-season data showed 22 companies over

35% cooperation rate with overall cooperation
o)

Ventura County
— Air Pollution
Control District




2023 Program VSR Zones
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2024 and Beyond

* Phase 3 Supplemental Environmental Project Award
» Considering year-round program starting May 1, 2024
* Potential Chumash NMS expansion of VSR Zones

« Submitted proposal to CARB to include BWBS in the
state Priority Climate Action Plan

— Necessary step to be eligible for an EPA Climate Pollution
Reduction Grant

— Potential funding for 2025-2030 and state-wide expansion
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S5AnNnra
LRUIZ

- LICYCLES

The Port

W Oxnard Harbor District




Questions/Discussion

Ventura County Air Pollution Control District
Tyler Harris

Planning, Rules and Incentives Manager
tyler@vcapcd.org

805-303-3661
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