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Board Agenda Item 
 

 
TO: Air Pollution Control District Board 
 
FROM: Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control Officer 
 
CONTACT: Kaitlin McNally, Compliance Division Manager, (805) 979-8298 
 
SUBJECT: Continued Participation in the California Air Resources Board’s Prescribed Burn Grant 

Programs 
              
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Consider recommendations as follows:  
 

1. Adopt the attached Resolution authorizing the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control 
District’s (District) continued participation in the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) 
Prescribed Burn Grant Programs and delegate authority to the Air Pollution Control Officer to 
sign future grant agreements with CARB for the Prescribed Burn Grant Programs, for an amount 
not to exceed $200,000 per year, per grant, subject to review by Auditor Controller, District 
Counsel and Risk Management; and 
 

2. Approve, ratify, and authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer’s signing of the following: 
 

a. Amendment 4 to the Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program grant 
(CARB grant number G21-PBRM-27), which increases the grant amount by $110,000 
from a total of $321,700 to $431,700, extends the grant term to June 30, 2028, and makes 
other revisions to the grant terms and conditions. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
California Senate Bill (SB) 1260 was enacted in September 2018 and required CARB, in coordination 
with local air pollution control districts, to develop and fund an enhanced prescribed burn program 
including air quality and smoke monitoring and a public awareness campaign. Prescribed burning is the 
planned application of fire to vegetation to achieve specific objectives (e.g. safety, land management, or 
resource management), and the main goal of prescribed burns is to reduce the risk and impacts of 
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wildfires. In order to fulfill the requirements of SB 1260, CARB entered into grant agreements with local 
air pollution control districts throughout the state starting in 2019. 
 
District Board Resolution 19-12 was approved in June 2019 and authorized the District to enter into the 
Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program Grant agreement with an initial funding 
level of $25,000 and the Prescribed Burn Air Monitoring Equipment Cache Storage Program Grant 
agreement with an initial funding level of $30,000.  
 
District Board Resolution 20-07 was approved in June 2020 and authorized the District's continued 
participation in the CARB’s Prescribed Burn Grant Programs, and delegated authority to the Air 
Pollution Control Officer to sign future grant agreements with CARB for the Prescribed Burn Grant 
Programs, for an amount not to exceed $100,000 per year, per grant, subject to review by Auditor 
Controller, District Counsel and Risk Management.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The District has successfully implemented the CARB Prescribed Burn Grant Programs since Fiscal 
Year 2019-20. Since that time, the District has entered into seven agreements for the Prescribed Burn 
Reporting and Monitoring Support Program grant. This grant funding has been used to cover the 
District’s administrative work to implement a robust smoke management program. 
 
Because the Prescribed Burn Grant Programs are designed to help California achieve its long-term goals 
related to prescribed fires and minimizing the risks and health impacts related to wildfires, we expect that 
these grants will continue to be extended, that additional funding will be identified in future years, or that 
new grants offers will be made. In making the recommended actions, your Board will position the 
District to take in additional funds that will support the District’s work to manage prescribed fires in a 
way that minimizes smoke and health impacts to the surrounding community. 
 
To meet CARB’s deadline and ensure funds were encumbered for the District within this fiscal year, the 
District signed the grant cover sheet for the Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program 
grant for an additional $110,000 on June 12, 2026. It is requested that your Board rectify this by ratifying 
the grant agreement. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The revenue and expenditures related to the Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program 
grant are included in the District’s proposed final budget for Fiscal Year 2026-27.  
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

A. Board Resolution, with attachment: 
o Amendment 4 to the Prescribed Burn Air Monitoring Program grant (CARB grant number 

G21-PBRM-27). 



 

ATTACHMENT A 

Resolution, with Attachments 

June 25, 2026 

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Board of Directors 

260 San Antonio Road, Suite A 
Santa Barbara, California 93110 

 
1011 West McCoy Lane 

Santa Maria, California 93455 
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IN THE MATTER OF CONTINUED 
PARTICIPATION IN THE CALIFORNIA 
AIR RESOURCES BOARD’S 
PRESCRIBED BURN GRANT PROGRAMS

APCD RESOLUTION NO. _______

RECITALS

 

WHEREAS, the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (District)’s mission 

is to protect the people and the environment of Santa Barbara County from the effects of air 

pollution; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Senate Bill (SB) 1260 enacted in September 2018, 

and in the interest of public health and safety, agencies within the State of California are actively 

collaborating to develop an effective prescribed burning program; and

WHEREAS, prescribed burning is the planned application of fire to vegetation to 

achieve any specific objective on lands selected in advance of that application; and 

WHEREAS, prescribed burns emit smoke which contains reactive organic compounds, 

nitrogen oxides, particulate matter, greenhouse gases including short-lived climate pollutants 

such as black carbon, and other pollutants; and

WHEREAS, the smoke from prescribed burning can be minimized, monitored, and 

managed so that the air quality and health impacts are greatly reduced as compared to wildfires; 

and 

WHEREAS, by reducing the threat of wildfires and better managing the conditions 

under which fuel is burned, prescribed burning can have significant air quality and public health 

benefits; and 

WHEREAS, District Board Resolution 19-13 approved the District’s initial participation 

in and acceptance of funds in the amount of $25,000 for the California Air Resources Board’s 
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(CARB) Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program, and the District utilized

those funds to successfully implement a smoke management program for prescribed burn 

activities that includes reporting of prescribed fire activity in our region, air monitoring of 

prescribed fires, and public outreach regarding prescribed fires; and

WHEREAS, District Board Resolution 19-12 approved the District’s initial participation 

in and acceptance of funds in the amount of $30,000 for CARB’s Prescribed Burn Air 

Monitoring Equipment Cache Storage Program, and the District utilized those funds to 

successfully maintain a regional cache of portable particulate monitoring equipment, and related 

testing and calibration equipment, at a strategic location so that agencies may access the 

equipment for the purposes of monitoring air quality conditions during prescribed burn activities; 

and 

WHEREAS, District Board Resolution 20-07 approved the District’s continued 

participation in the Prescribed Burn Grant Programs and delegated authority to the Air Pollution 

Control Officer to sign future grant agreements with CARB for the Prescribed Burn Grant 

Programs, for an amount not to exceed $100,000 per year, per grant, and the District has been 

utilizing those funds to successfully implement a smoke management program for prescribed 

burn activities that includes reporting of prescribed fire activity in our region, air monitoring of 

prescribed fires, and public outreach regarding prescribed fires; and 

WHEREAS, the District has successfully implemented the CARB Prescribed Burn Grant 

Programs since Fiscal Year 2019-20 and since that time, the District has entered into seven 

agreements for the Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program grant; and 

WHEREAS, additional funds may be made available for these grant programs in future 

years; and 

WHEREAS, the District is not required to provide matching funds for these grant 

programs, and the grant program funds are intended to cover the District’s administrative work 

and implementation costs; and 

WHEREAS, funding for these grant programs is included in the Proposed Final District 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2026-2027. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, as follows:

1. The District Board hereby approves the District’s continued participation in the 

California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Prescribed Burn Grant Programs.

 

2. The District Board hereby delegates authority to the Air Pollution Control Officer to sign 

future grant agreements with CARB for the Prescribed Burn Grant Programs, for an 

amount not to exceed $200,000 per year, per grant, subject to review by Auditor 

Controller, District Counsel and Risk Management, and to sign all other necessary 

documents to implement and carry out the purposes of this resolution.  

 

3. The District Board hereby approves, ratifies, and authorizes the Air Pollution Control 

Officer to sign the following:

 

a. Amendment 4 to the Prescribed Burn Reporting and Monitoring Support Program 

grant (CARB grant number G21-PBRM-27), which increases the grant amount by 

$110,000 from a total of $321,700 to $431,700, extends the grant term to June 30, 

2028, and makes other revisions to the grant terms and conditions. The grant 

terms and conditions are included as Attachment 1 to this resolution. 

//

//

//

//
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SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

By   ______________________________ 
Chair

Date ______________________________

ATTEST:

AERON ARLIN GENET
CLERK OF THE BOARD

By _________________________  
Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

RACHEL VAN MULLEM
COUNTY COUNSEL

By __________________________  
Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

BETSY M. SCHAFFER, CPA
AUDITOR-CONTROLLER

By __________________________  
Deputy

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

MARISA KAHN
RISK MANAGER

By __________________________ 
Risk Manager

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Air Pollution Control District Board of 

the Santa Barbara County, State of California, this 25 day of June, 2026, by the following vote: 

Ayes:

Noes:

Abstain: 

Absent: 



Amendment 4 to the Prescribed Burn Reporting and 
Monitoring Support Program grant 

(CARB grant number G21-PBRM-27) 

June 25, 2026

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District
Board of Directors 

260 San Antonio Road, Suite A
Santa Barbara, California 93110 

 
1011 West McCoy Lane 

Santa Maria, California 93455





































































































APPROVED AS TO FORM:

BETSY M. SCHAFFER, CPA
Auditor-Controller

By _______________________ 
Deputy 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Risk Manager

By __________________________ 
Risk Manager

Grant Agreement 

This Grant Agreement is by and between the 
California Air Resource Board and the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District.

AP PROVED AS TO FORM: 

R ACHEL VAN MULLEM
County Counsel 

District Counsel

B y __________________________




