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Our Mission
To protect the people and the 

environment of Santa Barbara County 
from the effects of air pollution.



BWBS Program Overview
• Air Districts, National Marine Sanctuaries, Non-Profits, State & Federal 

Government Agencies, and Foundations

• Asks shipping companies to voluntarily slow down to 10 knots or less

• Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR) Benefits:
• Significant emission reductions 

(NOx, GHGs, Particulate Matter, Air Toxics)

• Reduce risk of fatal ship strikes on whales

• Reduce ocean noise

• 12th Anniversary: Began as a pilot in Santa Barbara
Channel in 2014 & has expanded each year
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2025 BWBS Season
• Seasonal Program:

• May 1, 2025 – January 15, 2026

• Coincides with high ozone levels and 
presence of endangered whales.

• Open to containerships, auto carrier, 
bulk, and tanker companies

• Recognition based on % of total fleet 
distance traveled at 10 knots or less
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Recognition Award Levels 

90 - 100%Sapphire
70 - 90%Gold
50 - 70%Blue Sky



2025 BWBS Season Results
787 vessels (from 44 shipping lines) reduced speeds for 481,000+ nautical miles; 

the equivalent of 85% of total miles traveled.
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BWBS - Cumulative Impacts (2014 - 2025)
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Celebrating Industry Leadership
BWBS provides awareness and transparency on responsible shipping practices,     

and recognition for industry leadership on efforts that help                                  
protect marine biodiversity and air quality.
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BWBS - 2025 Awards Ceremony
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Ambassador Program
BWBS Ambassador Program supports and 

highlights companies that work with BWBS 
shipping lines to advance responsible shipping 

to protect whales and coastal communities.
This also creates customer pressure on 

shipping lines to participate and increase 
cooperation level.  



AB 14 - BWBS Statewide Expansion
• Assembly Bill 14 (Hart) signed into law October 11, 2025

• Expanded the BWBS program statewide

• Brought California Ocean Protection Council in as a program partner
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2026 Program Launch
• Several changes from 2025 Program:

1) Statewide Expansion
• Stakeholder engagement

• Program adjustments

• Technical Advisory Working Sessions

2) Cruise lines now eligible to enroll

3) 2026 Award Tier Expanded Eligibility
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90% - 100%Star Sapphire
75% - 90%Sapphire
50% - 74%Gold
30% - 49%Blue Sky

Updated Recognition Award Levels 
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