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BWBS Program Overview

* Air Districts, National Marine Sanctuaries, Non-Profits, State & Federal
Government Agencies, and Foundations

* Asks shipping companies to voluntarily slow down to 10 knots or less

* Vessel Speed Reduction (VSR) Benefits:

* Significant emission reductions
(NOx, GHGs, Particulate Matter, Air Toxics)

* Reduce risk of fatal ship strikes on whales

* Reduce ocean noise

« 12th Anniversary: Began as a pilot in Santa Barbara
Channel in 2014 & has expanded each year




2025 BWBS Season

e Seasonal Program:
N
* May 1, 2025 - January 15, 2026 Blue Whales

Blue Skies

* Coincides with high ozone levels and
presence of endangered whales.

* Open to containerships, auto carrier,
bulk, and tanker companies
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* Recognition based on % of total fleet
distance traveled at 10 knots or less
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2025 BWBS Season Results

787 vessels (from 44 shipping lines) reduced speeds for 481,000+ nautical miles;
the equivalent of 85% of total miles traveled.
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BWBS - Cumulative Impacts (2014 - 2025)

Protecting
/.\ Blue Whales
and Blue Skies Vessel Speed Reduction Program
Program Year 2014 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

VSR Zone Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Channel & Southern California & oty B NS + Chumash
Channel San Francisco Bay Region San Francisco Bay Region y Bay NMS
Vessel : < ’ + Bulk &
Appl‘iecs:;ility Containerships & Auto Carriers General + Tankers
Progr?m 4 months 4.5 months 6 months 7.5 months 8 months (8.5 months
Duration
# Companies 7 10 kil 12 15 16 18 23 25 49 44
# Vessels 14 25 44 295 349 482 545 671 709 743 787
Slow-speed
Distance 2,700 5,000 12,630 46,026 99,019 181,306 | 179,530 | 268,377 | 375,437 | 425983 | 481,273
| (nautical miles)
Overall
Fleek e ation -- -- -- 36% 55% 60% 64% 78% 81% 85% 85%
12.4 25.6 84 266 536 748 650 921 1,256 1,405 1,491
Regional
GHG Reductions 535 1,005 2,630 8,668 17,026 24,258 22,201 32,604 45,784 49,945 BE5771
(metric tons)
Ocean Noise
Reduction -- -- -- 1.0 -- 2.3 4.1 4.6 5.4 4.1 5.2
(dB / transit) “
Al Siip S e - - = - 35% 50% 44% 58% so% | 40 | CPCd

* Represents the proportional decrease in risk from participating vessels and not absolute estimates of mortality avoided.



Celebrating Industry Leadership

BWBS provides awareness and transparency on responsible shipping practices,
and recognition for industry leadership on efforts that help
protect marine biodiversity and air quality.
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BWBS - 2025 Awards Ceremony
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Ambassador Program
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AB 14 - BWBS Statewide Expansion

* Assembly Bill 14 (Hart) signed into law October 11, 2025
* Expanded the BWBS program statewide

* Brought California Ocean Protection Council in as a program partner

00000

California Protects Blue Whales
and Blue Skies With Historic
State Law




2026 Program Launch

e Several changes from 2025 Program:

1) Statewide Expansion
* Stakeholder engagement
* Program adjustments
* Technical Advisory Working Sessions

2) Cruise lines now eligible to enroll
3) 2026 Award Tier Expanded Eligibility

Updated Recognition Award Levels

Star Sapphire 90% - 100%
Sapphire 75% - 90%
Gold 50% - 74%
Blue Sky 30% - 49%
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{ i Vquntary Vessel Speed Reductlon Zone

#8 For the 2026 season, the VSR request will go into effect
April 22 through December 31 off the coast of
"B California. Oceangoing vessels 300 gross registered tons or
1 larger are asked to travel at 10 knots or less in the VSR
zone (shown in green) during the Program Dates to reduce
T the risk of fatal ship strikes to whales, reduce ocean noise,
% and protect public health along the California coast,

¥ We request oceangoing vessels transit in designated Traffic

¥ Separation Scheme (TSS) and recommended routes, as wel
as outside Areas to be Avolded (ATBA) to reduce averlap
with important endangered whale habitat. \Whenever

" possible, please prioritize use of the western traffic lane of
the San Francisco Offshore TSS, and comply with any
instruction received by the Navy when traveling in weapons |

g training areas, e.g. south of the Channel Islands. Vessels
2 may deviate from the voluntary speed and routing
== recommendations whenever necessary to maintain safe
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"\ For more detalls, please contact:
' Jessica Morten at jessica morten@noaagovor F
l Danielle Alvarez at dalvarezﬁ’cawomiamﬂag 3
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Alex Economou

Planning Division Manager
(805) 979-8333
EconomouA@sbcapcd.org
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