
                   

           

          

              

 

June 24, 2026 

Terence Dressler, Chair 
Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
260 N. San Antonio Road, Suite A 
Santa Barbara, CA 93110 

RE: Opposition to Sable Offshore Corp.'s Variance Request — Platform Heritage 

Dear Chair Dressler: 

The undersigned organizations urge the Board to deny Sable Offshore Corp.'s petition for a 
variance from its air quality permit conditions at Platform Heritage. 

This petition is not an isolated request, but it represents a startling departure from 
important clean air standards. Sable has now sought nearly a dozen emergency variances 
across its Santa Ynez Unit facilities since attempting to restart operations after a decade. 
Rather than addressing underlying maintenance and compliance problems, Sable is asking 
the air board for a variance to violate the limits that protect public health and the 
environment.  



Sable's own petition makes clear that compliance is within the company's control—it 
simply finds compliance inconvenient and costly. The company has not shown that it has 
seriously considered curtailing operations as an alternative to polluting beyond permitted 
limits. Granting yet another variance would reward a pattern of seeking shortcuts instead of 
fixing the real problems. 

Importantly, a denial of Sable’s petition would simply hold the company to air quality 
requirements, rather than further shifting the burden of its operations on to the 
environment and the public. Denial would be in line with this Board’s duties to protect 
clean air, and the Board at the very least must assess Sable’s compliance with the criteria 
outlined in District Rules, which we believe Sable does not meet and are grounds for 
denial. 

Air pollution from flaring at Sable's facilities includes pollutants known to harm public 
health and the environment. Santa Barbara County residents don’t deserve to suffer at the 
hands of an operator that treats permit limits as optional whenever production is at stake. 

We urge the Board to deny this variance request and hold Sable accountable to the same 
standards required of every other operator in the District. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brady Bradshaw 
Senior Oceans Campaigner 
Center for Biological Diversity 

Haley Ehlers 
Executive Director 
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas 
(CFROG) 

Maureen Ellenberger 
Chair 
Sierra Club Santa Barbara Chapter 

Shoshana Wechsler 
Coordinator 
Sunflower Alliance 

Linda Krop 
Chief Counsel 
Environmental Defense Center 

Allie Rosenbluth 
US Campaigns Manager 
Oil Change International 

Carla Mena 
Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs 
Los Padres ForestWatch 

Ken Hough 
Co-Executive Director 
Santa Barbara County Action Network 

Anupa Asokan 
Founder and Executive Director 
Fish On 

Ken Bouley 
Executive Director 
Turtle Island Restoration Network 



Katie Thompson 
Executive Director 
Save Our Shores 

Rachel Altman 
Co-chair 
CLUE-SB Environmental Justice WG 

Irene Cooke 
Organizer 
Society of Fearless Grandmothers - SB 

Mati Waiya 
Executive Director 
Wishtoyo Foundation 

Michael Lyons 
President of the Board 
Get Oil Out! 

Quinn Eide 
Executive Director 
Fossil Free California Votes 

Bill Hickman 
Sr. Regional Manager Central California 
Surfrider Foundation Santa Barbara 
County Chapter 

Nicole Ghio 
California Director 
Food & Water Watch 

 


