
 

 
 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Hearing Board Nominating Committee: 
 

 Roy Lee 
 Paula Perotte 
 Joan Hartmann 
 Bob Nelson 
 Alice Patino 

 
FROM: Loren Saldana, Executive Assistant/Board Clerk, (805) 979-8282 
 
DATE: October 15, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: District Hearing Board Interviews for the Attorney Representative Position  
________________________________________________________________________  
 
On August 27, 2026 the District was notified that Mr. Robert Saperstein, the attorney member of 
the District Hearing Board, has decided not to pursue another term. His current term expires in 
mid-January 2027. Since receiving notice of his decision, the District has conducted a 
recruitment to fill the upcoming attorney member vacancy, and one qualified candidate 
submitted an application and has been invited to interview for the position. 
 
The interview for the attorney member position is scheduled to take place following the October 
15, 2026 APCD Board meeting. The regular Board meeting is expected to adjourn at 
approximately 2:00 p.m., and Hearing Board Nominating Committee (HBNC) members should 
anticipate remaining for the interview and the Committee’s deliberations until approximately 
2:30 p.m. The HBNC’s recommendation will be presented to the full Board of Directors for 
consideration at its January 21, 2027 meeting. 
 
After advertising the position in the Santa Maria Times and the Santa Barbara Independent, 
posting it on the District website, LinkedIn, and various social media channels, and circulating it 
through District email distribution lists, we received five applications for the attorney member 
position. Two of the applicants are active members of the State Bar of California, and one of 
them has since withdrawn from consideration. The other three applicants do not meet the 
attorney requirement and would qualify only as public members. 
 
Under the Health and Safety Code, the attorney member seat must be filled by an attorney 
admitted to practice law in California, and the District is therefore required to select from the 
pool of qualified attorney applicants. Health and Safety Code Section 40802 allows a Public 
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Representative to be appointed in place of the attorney member only when a recruitment yields 
no qualified applicants. Because this recruitment produced a qualified attorney applicant, a 
Public Representative appointment is not available for this vacancy. 
 
Attached for your review and consideration is a copy of the qualified candidate’s application 
(personal information redacted). The candidate will be given approximately 15 minutes to 
interview, and then the Committee will deliberate. If the Committee does not select the 
candidate, the recruitment may be reopened. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The District Hearing Board’s regular meeting day is 9:30 am on the first Wednesday of each 
month in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room in either Santa Barbara or Santa Maria.  If 
there are no cases on the agenda, the meeting is cancelled.  Most meetings are completed by 
noon.  Over the last three years (2023-2025) there have been 8 Hearing Board meetings, with 
members having heard 13 cases. 
 
More than half of the cases have been Emergency or Interim Variances, which can frequently be 
completed by a single member over the telephone or video conference.  90-Day Variances can be 
heard by a single member and are typically performed in face-to-face meetings.  Regular 
Variances (those in effect for more than 90 days), Permit Condition Appeals, and requests for 
Abatement Orders must be heard by the full Board. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Hearing Board members are required to file Form 700 Conflict of Interest Forms and must 
recuse themselves if they have a conflict of interest in any case being heard.  When considering 
the appointment of a Hearing Board member, it is important to keep in mind whether or not the 
individual has a conflict of interest by either having been employed by the company requesting 
the variance or by having been employed by a competitor.   
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 

A. Dillon Hearing Board Application. 
 



 

ATTACHMENT A 

William Dillon Hearing Board Application 

October 15, 2026 

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District 
Hearing Board Nominating Committee 

260 San Antonio Road, Suite A 
Santa Barbara, California 93110 

 
1011 West McCoy Lane 

Santa Maria, California 93455 
 








