
 

 

  

In 2014, the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary, the Santa 
Barbara County Air Pollution Control District, and the Environmental 
Defense Center launched a trial incentive program to slow ships down in 
the Santa Barbara Channel to reduce air pollution and protect endangered 
whales. The trial was successfully completed November 30, 2014. 

Highlights 
 

 Seven global shipping companies participated 
 Slowed 27 cargo ship transits to 12 knots or less from July through 

November for $2500 per trip incentive 
 Reductions from baseline emissions for participating vessels of:  

 12.4 tons of ozone-forming nitrogen oxides (NOx) 
 Over 500 metric tons of regional greenhouse gases 

 Ship strike on a whale up to 50 percent less likely to be fatal at 
speeds below 12 knots 

 Most transits occurred July-October; benefits during peak ozone 
season and peak whale season 

 Unique application of speed reduction in a non-port program 
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